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 This hunk of cast concrete, part of the ornamental 
detail on the upper level of the Water Tower, was found one 
morning this spring on the ground by the Tower base.  Weigh-
ing close to 20 pounds, it was one of the larger pieces of orna-
mental masonry that continues to fall from the Tower, halting 
the series of public visits since the spring of 2020.  

Tower Reopening in Doubt
 Because random pieces of masonry are continuing to fall 
from the Compton Hill Water Tower, and because estimated costs to 
repair or restore the deterioration are climbing close to $2 million, 
there is serious doubt over when, if ever, the Tower could be reopened 
to public visits.  
 This, in summary, is the view of the WTPPS Board and 
incoming WTPPS President, Patricia Taillon-Miller, who succeeded 
John Maxwell as President in May. (See Story, page 2).
 Pieces of masonry falling from upper reaches of the Tower 
first became noticeable in the spring of 2015. By 2019 it had wors-
ened, and prompted the halt to Tower openings for public view-
ing.  The ground at the base of the Tower shows dozens of small, 
pebble-sized pieces each week, with occasional larger hunks.  One 
piece, shown in the adjacent photo, was noted earlier this spring and 
weighed close to 20 pounds.
 Rather than subsiding, the masonry fall seems to be getting 
worse, Taillon-Miller notes.   
 Last year, the WTPPS proposed underwriting the cost of 
constructing a roof or shield over the stairway leading up to the Tower 
entrance, which would allow the public to safely visit the Tower.   The 
proposal was rejected by the Water Div., saying that the hazard was 
too serious and that it would be unsafe for visitors.
 In 2016, a study of the crumbling ornamentation on the 
Tower produced an estimate of $1.2 million to repair and restore the 
Tower.  That estimate, by the Chicago engineering firm of WJE & 

Continued on page 2

On Becoming Your New President
 WHEN JOHN MAXWELL ASKED ME if I would 
consider becoming the president of the Water Tower & Park 
Preservation Society when he retired,  I was relieved to learn 
that he would remain on the board to head up the “& Park” arm 
of the WTPPS board.  This is such an important job because, 
although we focus on Tower openings, we are the Water Tower 
& Park Preservation Society, and a big part of what we do is to 
improve the Park.  John will be assisted by board member Ken 
Chapman. Taking care of the park is a lot of work, and we 
always need more volunteers.  If you are missing the volun-
teering at Tower openings, consider volunteering to help in the 
park. 
 Being Board President has opened up lots of learning 
opportunities.  For example, did you know that this is the 50th 

anniversary of the Tower being added to the National Register 
of Historic Places (September, 1972)? I like to think of this as 
the first time the Tower was saved because being on the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places protects the Tower from demoli-
tion.  The second time it was saved was in 1999-2000 when the 
WTPPS was incorporated as a non-profit specifically to save 
the Tower from demolition and led to a $1.9 million restoration 
of the interior of the Tower and its subsequent opening to visi-
tors.  Now, in 2022, it is time to save the Tower again.
 OTHER ARTICLES in this newsletter will talk in 
detail about the damage to the Tower, making it unsafe to open.  
The bottom line is, the Water Tower is closed.  The best case is 
that would could open in four years, but without the help of the 
community, the Tower may never open again!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Continued on page 4



Strategies For Tower Restoration

New President Elected; 3 Board Members Named

Associates, is now six years old, and further deterioration—plus gen-
eral inflation of costs and material—pushes the price tag closer to $2 
million. Repair estimates from other firms carry lower costs, but vary 
in the depth of restoration to the architectural features. 
 Generating nearly $2 million in funding is staggering for any 
organization, and will require reaching outside our membership, noted 
Taillon-Miller. Because of that, the outlook for future openings of the 
Water Tower—or even for the long-term existence of the Tower it-
self—is very much in doubt, Taillon-Miller said. “Restoration is going 
to be challenging,” she said. .
 “One immediate task is to recover the 50 or so members we 
have lost in the past three years,” Taillon-Miller noted. Lack of public 
openings and the volunteer work connected with them are the cause 
of some member departures, she noted.  The WTPPS needs to become 
more aggressive in community outreach.  “That means telling the 
Tower’s story to other neighborhoods, to make an effective campaign 

on social media—Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, etc.—and to develop 
relationships with the wider community.” (See Presidents’s Message).
 Another strategy is to pursue other charitable foundations, 
especially those dedicated to historic preservation.  One such source 
is the Saving America’s Treasures, (SAT) which is administered by 
the U.S National Parks Division of the Dept.of the Interior. SAT will 
provide matching funds up to $500,000 to groups preserving cultural 
or historic places, buildings, statues, etc.  The Water Tower, which this 
year marks its 50th anniversary of becoming listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, meets all the criteria of the SAT. But in 
order to receive a SAT grant it must raise an equal, matching amount 
from other sources. There are hundreds of other charitable founda-
tions in the metro area, she noted, and those with priorities of historic 
preservation are possible fund sources
 All these efforts will require the dedication of our members, 
she added, and a desire to keep the Water Tower as a valued, and 
accessible, historic asset. 
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 At its May 16 meeting, the board of directors of the Water 
Tower and Park Preservation Society elected Patricia Taillon-Miller 
as president, succeeding John Maxwell.  Taillon-Miller, a retired 
laboratory researcher from the Washington University School of Med-
icine and a resident of the Shaw Neighborhood, has been volunteer 
coordinator of the organization for a number of years, and recruited 
and guided many groups of gardening and park maintenance volun-
teers. 
 In accepting the presidency, Taillon-Miller said she expected 
to serve no more than one year in that capacity.
 Maxwell, who was vice-president of the WTPPS from 2008 
to 2011, was elected president in January of 2011.  He guided the 
organization through a lengthy list of projects and accomplishments, 
both for the Tower and for Reservoir Park. In a letter of resignation 
sent in May to the Board, he said “My priorities and attention have 
changed with COVID, the continuous Tower shutdown, my ever-in-
creasing age (he is 69), and my wife’s retirement.  My focus has 
moved to my family, my farm (in Saline, Co., MO), and travel.”  He 
indicated that he wishes to remain on the WTPPS board, and will 
continue to work on non-Tower projects involving the Park grounds 
and surroundings.
 At the June 7 and July 11 meetings, Taillon-Miller  accept-
ed the resignations of three long-serving members of the Board, and 
nominated three new members.  
 Retiring from the board are Fran Fanera, who has retired 
from Commerce Bank and moved out of the area; Karen Goering, an 
executive of the Missouri Historical Society, and Rob Rebman, who 
has been membership secretary for the WTPPS for many years.  
 Nominated to the board, and subsequently elected, are:
 Chris Matthews—A native of Worcester, England, Mat-
thews has a degree in chemistry from the University of Manchester 

and in materials science from Thames Polytechnic, now part of the 
Univ. of Greenwich, England, and worked as a chemist and lab man-
ager in the powder coatings industry for more than 40 years. He has 
been a US Permanent Resident for close to 30 years, and has helped 
with a multitude of public openings for the Tower, as well as main-
taining the lower level storage areas. He lives in the Tower Grove East 
Neighborhood.
 Margaret Onken—A graduate in theatre and history from 
Smith College, Onken has worked in fund-raising for former Gov. Jay 
Nixon, the Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, Saint Louis Ballet and Great 
Rivers Greenway.  She is a former executive director of the Haw-
thorn Foundation, promoting international trade opportunities for the 
State of Missouri, and was formerly a vice president for development 
and alumni relations at Maryville University.  She is currently chief 
engagement officer for Greater St. Louis, Inc., the St. Louis area’s 
comprehensive economic development agency. 
 John N. Guenther—A graduate of the Univ. of Kansas 
School of Architecture and Design, he also studied at the Edinburgh, 
Scotland, College of Art. He has been a design principal and partner 
with the local firm of Mackey Mitchell Architects, contributing to a 
number of major local building projects. Since 2009 he has been a 
sole practitioner, designing projects at Principia College, Elsah, IL, 
the Eugene Field House Museum, the Wildwood, Mo., City Hall, the 
Spring Avenue Church in Grand Center and other local venues.  He 
is president of the St. Louis Chapter of the Society of Architectural 
Historians, and has written numerous articles on noteworthy Missou-
ri architectural sites.  He is also a specialist in the life and works of 
Harvey Ellis, the designer of the Compton Hill Water Tower.  He lives 
and works in Wildwood. 
 Taillon-Miller said the board will meet frequently in the up-
coming months in order to plan strategies for increasing membership.
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A Summary of Activities Since February, 2020
Lengthy List of  ‘Park Preservations’

 As our organization’s name—Water Tower and Park Preser-
vation Society—states explicitly, our organization’s focus includes the 
38 acres that surround the Compton Hill Water Tower. And so, while 
all Tower activity has been dormant for the past 42 months, activity in 
Reservoir Park has continued steadily.
 A list of notable improvement and/or repairs:
 CHERRY TREES--On April 4, 2020, a dozen volunteers 
(See  photo) planted some 30 Yoshino cherry trees on the western 
slope of the Reservoir.  The trees were a gift to the Park from the St. 
Louis-Suwa, Japan Sister City Committee, an inter-cultural group that 
was created  46 years ago by then-Mayor James F. Conway.  They are 
of the same species that provide the tourist-attracting grove in Wash-
ington, D.C. They grow to more than 30 feet tall and 30 feet wide, and 
will provide a canopy of blossoms in early spring of 2023. 
 TREE DIVERSITY—
The diversity of trees in the Park, 
already much-admired, increased 
in June, 2020 when Forest ReLeaf 
planted five new trees in the east-
ern portion of the Park.  The new 
species include one nanny berry, 
one pecan, one bald cypress and 
two burr oak.  
 DOG PARK--After being 
shuttered for nearly two years, the 
Dog Park in the northeast corner of 
Reservoir Park opened for business 
in the spring of 2021.  Among the 
reasons for the lapse in operation: 
The State of Missouri required that 
the Dog Park be a separate entity 
from the WTPPS, with its own 
board of directors and officers.  
Further, the City required that it 
carry close to $1 million in liability 
insurance. With Alex Roberts as 
president, and Elizabeth Wolkoff, 
Courtney Sloan and Wayne Rath-
jen as board members, the Dog 
Park provides a well-shaded space for pets to romp.
 FOUNTAIN--The illuminated fountain in the middle of 
the park pond had suffered for years with a series of unexplained 
short-circuits and blown fuses, so it was permanently retired last year.  
It was replaced this February, underwritten by the City Water Div., 
with a slightly different model, with a single vertical jet surrounded 
by a circular spray.  And, as a bonus, it has the capacity for multi-col-
ored lighting, in 15 different color schemes, according to various 
themes—e.g. patriotic, Christmas, Halloween, etc.    
 STAIRCASE REBUILD--It was a cold winter wind in 
January, 2021, that toppled a rotting sycamore tree onto the staircase 
at the southeast corner of the Reservoir. About 30 feet of handrail and 
balusters was crumbled into pieces on the ground.  At the direction 
of 6th Ward Alderwoman Christine Ingrassia, the Forestry Div. 
removed the tree and a private contractor was hired to fashion new 
balusters and rebuild the staircase.  The $25,000 cost was underwrit-
ten by Ingrassia’s 6th Ward Capital Improvements Fund. 
 POND PLUGGED—Despite repeated attempts to plug 
leaks, the water level in the park pond continued to fall over the 
winter of 2020-2021.  With the expertise that comes from extensive 
experience, the talented workers of Paric Construction Co. managed 
to remedy the problem with floor-level concrete.  That seems to be 
holding, and the pond is afloat with abundant water lilies and cattails. 
 FLOODLIGHTS--The set of floodlights on the Water Tow-
er, installed in 1996 by a grant from the Gateway Foundation of St. 

Louis, had started showing its age.  The sodium vapor bulbs would, 
as they neared the end of their life span, go through a off-again-on-
again cycle that was an embarrassment to that elegant structure.  So, 
in March of this year, the Water Div. replaced the lights with LED 
bulbs that consume only 10% of the electricity that the existing lights 
needed.
 MEDIANS--The raised medians along S. Grand Blvd., from 
I-44 to Arsenal, are technically outside the boundaries of Reservoir 
Park.  But WTPPS members—and community minded neighbors in 
the Compton Hill Reservoir Square Neighborhood—have regularly 
given time and effort to scavenging  trash from the two medians along 
the Park’s Grand border, and helped trim the overgrowth on other 
medians nearby.  By mid-2021, however, residents in the surrounding 
neighborhoods realized that volunteer efforts have not—and probably 

never will—be able to keep the 
medians attractively planted and 
maintained.  Thus, the DeSales 
Community Development Corp.
led the way to the formation of 
the Friends of South Grand, a 
non-profit corporation funded 
by donations from surrounding 
neighborhoods and businesses to 
enhance and maintain the nine 
medians for a period of three 
years. The group has hired Focal 
Pointe Outdoor Solutions, a large 
firm which presently landscapes 
several major venues, including 
Washington Univ., Ballpark Village 
and Mercy Medical Center. Cost 
is estimated at approximately 
$25,000 per year. The WTPPS 
Board pledged at its November, 
2021, meeting to contribute $1,000 
a year, and CHRSRA contributed 
the $500 asked of neighborhood 
associations.
 GARDENING--Numerous 

groups of volunteers, recruited from Operation Brightside and other 
local businesses, have continued to weed, mulch and plant the various 
garden areas of the Park.  Again, residents of Compton Hilll Reservoir 
Square have been among the shovel-wielders and rake pullers, making 
the Shaw Blvd. entry a visual welcome through the past two years.  
 NAKED TRUTH—A much needed re-caulking of the red 
granite base of the Naked Truth statue was accomplished in late 2021, 
underwritten by the City Water Div. At the same time, City Water 
covered the replacement of about 40 ft of the limestone caps which 
had become dislodged from the rim of the pond in the vicinity of the 
statue.
 MUSIC, YOGA, Etc.—While not arranged by the WTPPS, 
diverse activities in  the Park continue to show what an asset it is to 
the community.. On several Sunday afternoons in 2021, the guitar duo 
The Towering Pines, and blues guitarist Tom Hall entertained neigh-
bors. Another Sunday in October saw a quintet of SL Symphony mu-
sicians doing the same. Also in 2021, certified yoga instructor Jackie 
Kinealy began offering one-hour yoga sessions at 9 a.m. Saturday 
morning on the east side of the Park.  They are still going on, with a 
variety of yoga, qui gong and stretching for all levels.  Information 
is available from Jackie at www.jackiekinealy.com/yogainreservoir-
park. 
 These are just a few highlights, showing that “Park Preserva-
tion” continues to be a priority of the WTPPS regardless of the current 
status of the Water Tower.



Mission

The central purpose and role of the Water Tower & Park Preservation Society is defined as:

TO RESTORE, PRESERVE AND PROMOTE THE COMPTON HILL WATER TOWER 

AND ITS IMMEDIATE SURROUNDINGS AND TO FACILITATE COLLABORATIVE 

RELATIONSHIPS WITH NEIGHBOURHOODS AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES.

The Water Tower & Park Preservation Society Inc.
Post Office Box 2156
St. Louis, MO 63158

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
 So what does the Water Tower & Park Preservation 
Society do now?  Close our doors and give up?  NO!  We have 
opted to take the hard path to reach out to the community, to 
charitable foundations and to federal, state and local govern-
ments for grants to raise the $2 million needed to repair and 
preserve the Tower.  It will not be easy.  We have to reinvent the 
WTPPS to become an organization that can be more vocal and 
raise more money.  We have always been good at collaboration 
to make improvement in the park, but now we have to do it 
100X better.
 TO ACCOMPLISH THIS TASK we have recruited 
additional board members with experience that we need to 
move forward.  We still have openings on the board.  For ex-
ample, in order to reach out to the community we need experi-
ence in communications, which is everything from posting on 
Twitter to talking to the local TV stations.  We need volunteers 

to help by giving presentations to local community groups, to 
“like” us on FaceBook, to follow us on Twitter or Instagram or 
be the new newsletter editor. Got writing, finance or accounting 
experience? We are building the board for the new generation 
and are looking for someone to succeed the Secretary and Trea-
surer. So, reach out to us at volunteer@watertowerfoundation.
org and tell us your skills and how you would like to help.
 Enclosed in this newsletter is a reminder to renew or to 
consider increasing your membership contribution. Remember, 
for $2,500 you can have a memorial bench placed in the park.  
It’s perfect for organizations, businesses or groups of individ-
uals.  With the Tower closed and COVID still circulating, our 
memberships is down and we need your help now more than 
ever!

                         Patty Taillon-Miller


